District Grant Program

Available Funding - Funding for this Request for Proposals is projected to be $250,000. Allocations of Missouri’s Solid Waste Fund to the districts are announced quarterly by the DNR-SWMP. Funding of projects is dependent on the actual allocations for the fiscal quarters October – December 2008 and January – March 2009. 

Evaluation Criteria - Samples of the evaluation criteria and decision matrix are provided as Attachment 5.  Equipment and one-time operating expenses are typical large projects.

Eligibility Information
1. Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants include any municipality, county, public institution, not-for-profit organization, private business or individual currently operating within the defined district boundaries or who will be operating within the district as a result of the project. The District’s Executive Board reserves the right to award funds for projects that serve in neighboring districts. 

Applicants are ineligible if they are directly involved in the selection and award of financial assistance under the administrative rule 10 CSR 80-9.050, or have a conflict of interest in the selection and receipt of such assistance.  For the purpose of this application, a conflict of interest occurs when an applicant's employee, spouse or partner participates in the selection, award or administration of financial assistance under 10 CSR 80-9.050, and receives an award, contract, gratuity or favor from such participation.  It shall be the practice of the Region M Executive Board and/or Advisory Committee members to abstain from scoring or voting on a grant when a conflict of interest or the potential for a conflict of interest exists.

2. Eligible Projects

The following project categories will be considered for funding:

· Waste Reduction/Source Reduction:   Practices which avoid or reduce the amount of waste produced by changing a product design, making consumer goods repairable and/or more durable, changing processing methods and/or consumer behavior and buying habits.

· Research and Development/Reduction: Development of new processes to reduce the amount of waste produced.

· Collection/Processing:  Activities that recover or transport materials, or prepare materials for recycling markets.

· Research and Development/Recycling: Development of new processes for collecting, processing, re-manufacturing or selling waste material as a new product.

· Market Development: Activities that stimulate or increase the demand for recovered materials.

· Composting:  Activities that facilitate the controlled biological decomposition of organic solid waste, thereby reducing yard waste.

· Energy Recovery/Incineration:  Energy recovery through combustion of waste.

· Educational/Informational:   Programs to effectively inform and instruct the general public on waste management and waste reduction activities.

3. Maximum Eligible Grant Amount

There are two types of limits placed on funding:  A limit per applicant and a limit per project.  The limit per applicant limits the total amount of funding that can be requested from any one entity.  The limit per project limits the total amount of funding that will be available to certain types of projects.

· Limit Per Applicant - An applicant may choose to apply for more than one grant.  However, the total dollar amount of all funding requested from any one applicant shall not exceed $100,000.00.  All requests from an individual city, county, business, or institution are considered to be from a singular applicant, even if they originate from different departments or divisions.  When a grant application originates from more than one applicant, as in the case of a cooperative agreement between two or more entities, each applicant will be assigned an equal share of that request.

· Limit Per Project - The maximum amount of funds available for projects receiving financial assistance are as follows, except by the direction of the Executive Board:
	Waste Reduction, R & D Reduction/Recycling, Market Development, Composting, Collection and Processing
	$100,000

	Energy Recovery/Incineration
	$75,000

	Educational/Informational
	$25,000


4. Eligible Costs

The following list of eligible costs is provided to assist the applicant with budget development.  Budget development is an important part of the application process.  The district is interested in developing a sustainable infrastructure for waste reduction and diversion.  Expenses that demonstrate the potential for long-term impact will score better in the evaluation process than those that do not.  Costs such as processing fees, hauling fees, salaries, travel and overhead must be carefully justified as to the necessity, and resulting long-term impact of the expense.  Expenses that do not provide long-term impact should be included in the budget as match, instead of grant funds, if possible.  It is recommended that the applicant contact the district office to discuss budget development.  Eligible costs include (but may not be limited to):

a.
Equipment for collection, processing, manufacturing, or hauling;

b.
Materials and labor for construction of buildings;

c.
Engineering or consulting fees incurred within the project period;

d.
Equipment installation costs;

e.
Laboratory analysis costs;

f.
Salaries directly related to the project;

g.
Development and distribution of educational materials;

h.
Development and implementation of educational forums;

i.
Overhead costs directly related to the project; and

j.
Travel necessary for project completion
5. Ineligible costs 

Ineligible costs are those that district grants will not cover.  They include:
a.
Operating expenses of local, county, and district governments, such as salaries and expenses that are not directly related to the project activities;

b.
Costs incurred before the project start date;
c.
Taxes;

d.
Legal costs;

e.
Contingency funds; and

f.
Land acquisition

